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This unit could be used with students in the following courses:

American History I

Honors History 10

A.P. United States History
This unit was created based on coursework from the following Primary Source offering:

War and Society from the American Revolution to the War in Vietnam

All handouts, instructions, and materials that go with this lesson can be found at:

http://civilwarbehindthescenes.weebly.com/
Abstract:

This 3 day unit is meant to provide students with an understanding of how civilians experienced the Civil War.  Too often, curriculum demands that we cover war from the point of view of the soldiers and military leaders.  This focus fails to acknowledge the experiences and sacrifices of regular citizens.  Students will start with an analysis of a very famous citizen, Abraham Lincoln.  They will look at his own words in various documents to uncover how he truly felt about slavery, the main cause of the war that tore his nation apart.  Next, students will learn about how the daily lives of women on the home front changed while a large proportion of the men were off fighting in the war.  They will be able to identify the differences between the experiences of southern and northern women.  Finally, students will read about and discuss the anguish associated with mourning the dead.  American society had to move on, even though 2% of the population was permanently lost.

Some of these topics require delicate handling and students should be relatively mature.  The unit was designed for high school sophomores through seniors who are studying a U. S. History I curriculum.  The reading level of some of the primary sources might be difficult for younger students.  This lesson will fit in nicely with my Honors History 10 curriculum.  I had already used a few of the primary sources utilized here, but this course introduced me to more primary evidence and more areas of civilian life to integrate.  Students’ experiences will be enriched.

Massachusetts History and Social Science Curriculum Framework Standards:

US History I Learning Standards:

USI.38 Analyze Abraham Lincoln’s presidency, the Emancipation Proclamation (1863), his views on slavery, and the political obstacles he encountered.

Seminal Primary Documents to Read: Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address (1863) and 

Lincoln’s second inaugural address (1865).

USI.40 Provide examples of the various effects of the civil War.

A. physical and economic destruction

C. the greatest loss of life on a per capita basis of any U.S. war before or since

Standards in Historical Thinking Addressed:

1. Chronological Thinking

2. Historical Comprehension

3. Historical Analysis and Interpretation

5. Historical Issues

Key Questions:

1. Was there a difference in Lincoln’s public and private opinions of slavery? Was there a difference in Lincoln’s opinion of slavery between the early public documents and the later public documents?  Give evidence from the documents to support your answers.

2. How did women in the North and South experience the Civil War differently?  What were the new roles that these women had to step into because so many men were away during the war?  How did these women feel about their new roles and the sacrifices they were forced to make?  Use evidence from the article to support your answers.

3. What did “Good Death” mean to Americans during the Civil War era?  How did the excerpts of letters that you read give evidence of the importance of “Good Death”?

4. People needed a way to ensure they would not forget the terrible war they had experienced.  At the same time, they could not let the memories of the war consume them.  What did they decide was the proper tribute?
Learning Objectives:

1. Students will learn that Lincoln’s private opinion of slavery was more about his personal morals while his public opinion of slavery, as President of the United States, had to coincide with the law.

2. Students will learn that southern plantation women experienced more hardships during the Civil War than northern women, but that both stepped into social and economic roles that were unfamiliar for them.

3. Students will learn that American society had certain words and rituals that they associated with death and that the overwhelming amount of death during the Civil War forced Americans to analyze these practices.
4. Students will learn how the nation developed Decoration Day, which is now called Memorial Day, in an effort to help society move on after such a devastating war.

Learning Activities:

This unit would be best conducted in a situation where students have access to computers so they can click through the resources over the course of the 3 days.  As an alternative, it is possible for the teacher to print out all resources in advance.

Day 1:
Handouts to Print Ahead:

· Written Document Analysis Sheet (1 per group for a total of 8)

· Note Taking Sheet for Other Groups’ Documents (1 per student)

· Primary source documents for each group (only if students do not have access to computers during class)

The teacher should start by introducing the 3 day unit and explaining the philosophy behind its deliberate focus away from the battlefield during the Civil War.  Quickly move on to the Day 1 tab and read through the introduction on that page with students.  Preview all 3 parts of the activity on that tab and then assign each student to one of 8 groups so that they may commence with the document analysis.  Teacher should check in with each group while they complete the “Written Document Analysis Sheet” to ensure understanding.  Teacher should guide class discussion of the 8 documents and be sure students are dutifully taking notes on the “Note Taking Sheet for Other Groups’ Documents” during the class discussion.  Finally, to close the class, teacher should explain the timeline homework assignment and perhaps even demonstrate how to use the online tool if there is time.
Day 2:

Handouts to Print Ahead:

· “Civil War on the Homefront” by Drew Gilpin Faust (1 per student)
The teacher should open with a brief review of what was accomplished yesterday and a class discussion based on the guiding questions at the bottom of the Day 1 tab of the website.  Students will reference their timelines, which they created for homework, to help them understand the answers to the class discussion questions.  The teacher should then transition to the Day 2 tab on the website.  Read through the introduction with the students to explain the purpose of the activity.  Then, assign each student to a small group of 3-4.  Half of the groups should do the assigned reading for “Northern Wives” and the other half should do the assigned reading for “Southern Plantation Wives”.  Encourage students to read out loud together in their groups.  They should pause between paragraphs to discuss what key information should be highlighted and what notes should be added to the margins.  It might be best for the teacher to move between groups to check that students are using these active reading strategies.  Also, check that groups are smoothly transitioning to the Part 2 of the activity, which is to write a letter from the perspective they were assigned.  It is only necessary for each group to produce one copy of the letter.  If time permits, groups should read their letters out loud to the class and the teacher should guide class discussion based on the questions in Part 3.

Day 3:

Handouts to Print Ahead:

· Mourning the Dead (1 per student)
It is likely that the teacher will need to finish up the student-produced letters and class discussion questions from the Day 2 activities.  Teacher should then transition to the Day 3 tab of the website.  Read through the introduction with the students to explain the purpose of the activity. Then, assign each student to one of 5 groups.  Distribute the “Mourning the Dead” handout and go over the instructions.  Once again, teacher should visit with each group as they complete the activity to ensure understanding.  Then, teacher should lead the class discussion based on the guiding questions at the bottom of the web page.
Day 4:

Handouts to Print Ahead:

· Memorial Day’s Start (1 per student)
· Remembering War the American Way (only if students do not have access to computers during class)
It is recommended that the teacher briefly review what student have learned about life for civilians thus far during this Civil War unit. Teacher should then transition to the Day 4 tab of the website.  Read through the introduction with the students to explain the purpose of the activity.  After previewing the instructions and distributing the handouts, student should get to work individually to complete the analysis of “Memorial Day’s Start”.  If students are in the computer lab, you might want to encourage them to use ear buds or headphones while watching the video clip “History of Memorial Day” to limit the excessive noise in the classroom.  Teacher should then lead a class discussion to check that students understood the answers to all questions.  Finally, the whole class should watch the video clip 
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